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1. Introduction 
 

The Irish Exporters Association (herein the Association) is the leading independent 
representative body and voice for exporters based in Ireland. The IEA represents 
exporters and supply chain operators across the country and works at regional, 
national, and European level, representing its members in front of legislators to 
build a regulatory and legislative framework that supports, drives, and fosters Irish 
exports. We assist our members to grow their exports to world markets and drive 
the growth and development of all exporting businesses based in Ireland. The IEA 
is the connecting force for Irish exporters, providing practical knowledge and 
support across the Island of Ireland and in foreign markets. 
 
The Association participated in the recent National Economic Plan Stakeholders 
event that took place virtually on 21st October 2020 and welcomed the opportunity 
to contribute to the Government’s work. The National Economic Plan comes at a 
crucial time for businesses when certainty is in short supply. Setting out a pathway 
to shape and build a renewed economy for the future is needed. Ensuring that the 
economic recovery is strategic and addresses both economic and societal goals and 
demands should guide the Government’s work.  
 
To deal with the pandemic, businesses have been working in the here and now. 
Ambitious plans have been put aside in many sectors and therefore a medium-term 
plan that maps out a way forward is vital, especially given that the UK’s withdrawal 
from the EU’s Single Market and Customs Union is just over two months away. The 
Government’s broad goals of building resilience across enterprises and sectors, 
building an inclusive and balanced recovery, in particular for the labour market and 
futureproofing our economy and society are appropriate in order for us to emerge 
out of this pandemic, and its inevitable subsequent recession, stronger and ready 
for the future.  
 
We ask that the Government takes account of our recommendations to the National 
Economic Plan. Our submission is drafted in the interest of Irish exporters and 
importers, the businesses that provide services to this vital sector and the wider 
business community. We believe that our five key recommendations are important 
for the medium-term and longer-term resilience and growth of the Irish economy.  
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2. Key Recommendations 
 

➢ Ireland as a leading logistics and transport hub: COVID-19 has caused a 
global strain on air capacity and this has the potential to significantly impact 
negatively on Ireland’s economic activity. Whilst it is understandable that 
passenger air traffic will stay very low for some time, this will have a ripple 
effect on Ireland’s ability to transport goods by air. Sectors, such as 
pharmaceuticals, tech and high value seafood rely heavily on the ability to 
transport goods by air. Ireland’s position on the edge of Europe and lying 
between Great Britain and the US means that connectivity is of vital 
importance to Irish and Ireland based businesses and in continuing to attract 
foreign direct investment to these shores. Reductions in aviation or policies 
that reduce air capacity take away from the overall attractiveness of doing 
businesses from Ireland.  
 

➢ We need to take immediate action to strategically ensure that we maintain 
enough air cargo capacity on and off the island to support high value sectors. 
We encourage the Government to take an active role in adopting a co-
ordinated and strategic approach to air capacity and capabilities. Once we 
lose air routes out of the country it takes a long time to get them back. We 
hope that the National Economic Plan will address this issue and bring 
forward measures that boost air-cargo capacity, in the face of declining 
passenger numbers, in the interest of trade and attracting investment to 
Ireland.  
 

➢ Repositioning Ireland as an attractive place for sustainable foreign direct 
investment (FDI): In terms of continuing to attract foreign direct investment, 
it is the perfect time to commence repositioning Ireland as a hugely 
attractive place for sustainable FDI. We believe this will be key to rebooting 
the economy, given that the climate crisis continues amidst the pandemic. A 
recent report by the United Nations Conference on Trade, Investment and 
Development (UNCTAD) on Global Investment Trends Monitor1 found that 
global FDI flows fell by 49% in the first half of 2020 compared to 2019, with 
developed economies experiencing the biggest fall. This trend is in line with 
the UNCTAD’s projections of a 30% to 40% decrease in FDI flows. Given 
Ireland’s reliance on FDI flows, this drop is an important consideration for 
the Government to make in the National Economic Plan. 
 

➢ Flows of FDI make a substantial contribution to host countries. We believe 
that continued flows of FDI will go a long way to reaching the aims and 
objectives of the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
once the investment is sustainable. While achieving the UN SDG’s is a 
common responsibility for the international community, there needs to be a 
leader, and Ireland can bring that leadership. Having attracted flows of FDI 
for some time, Ireland retains its attractiveness and now is the time to build 
upon our green island international branding and reconfigure our approach 
to ensure that investments achieve social, economic and environmental 

 
1 UNCTAD: https://unctad.org/news/global-foreign-direct-investment-falls-49-outlook-remains-negative 
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objectives. The Government’s economic recovery strategy is an opportunity 
to deliver on sustainability and we believe FDI has an important role here.  
 

➢ Sustainable practices deployed by indigenous Irish businesses:  Sustainable 
trade and investment is also key for indigenous Irish companies. As the EU 
drives forward a greener agenda, which we will go into in more detail below, 
it is imperative that Irish businesses adopt sustainable practices to meet EU 
targets, contribute to the aims of the SDGs and meet consumers’ and wider 
societal demands. As a country we should embrace the opportunities that 
this challenge brings, in order to underline our credentials globally as a leader 
in sustainable trade and investment.  
 

➢ The EU Green Deal: The climate crisis has not gone away. Tackling climate 
change and sustainability should remain a pillar of the Government’s work 
and should feature prominently in the National Economic Plan. The European 
Institutions are working to ensure that the EU Green Deal plays an intrinsic 
part in the EU’s economic recovery strategy and views the Green Deal as a 
mechanism for growth. We welcome the publication of the draft Climate 
Action and Low Carbon Development (Amendment) Bill 2020, that enshrines 
carbon neutrality by 2050 into law – a key aim that underpins the European 
Green Deal.  
 

➢ We call on the Government to ensure that measures are put in place that 
continue to tackle the climate crisis. Businesses want to be part of the 
solution but need the means and measures as well as the leadership to 
ensure that they can transition to more sustainable practices and financial 
support and incentives are needed to achieve this. Efforts to tackle climate 
change present challenges and opportunities for exporters and in light of the 
impact of COVID-19 on IEA members, we are asking that the Government 
smoothen this curve – make the challenges easier and inspire innovation 
within Irish companies to adopt more sustainable practices. Changes are 
coming down the line and it is imperative that the National Economic Plan 
takes account of this.  
 

➢ Establishing a State backed Export Credit Scheme: This Association has long 
been calling for the introduction of a State backed Export Credit Scheme and 
hopes to see this call progressed as part of the National Economic Plan. The 
establishment of State backed Export Credit schemes in EU Member States 
may place Ireland at a disadvantage. We hope to see some movement on our 
proposal to ensure that Irish exporters, and therefore Ireland itself, are/is 
not at a competitive disadvantage to exporters in other Member States (and 
indeed to these states themselves) that have such an scheme. In March of 
this year, DG Competition led by Commissioner Margrethe Vestager 
announced that State aid rules would be relaxed to ensure that short term 
export credit insurance was more widely available. In our draft submission 
to the European Commission’s review of its trade and investment policy we 
intend to call on the Commission to undertake a study on the impact of such 
Export Credit schemes and if Member States without such  a scheme are at 
a disadvantage.  
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3. Conclusion 
 

The National Economic Plan is a vital tool for the Irish economy as a whole and we 
hope it brings a degree of certainty to traders and the wider business community. 
There is no doubt that the short, medium, and long-term outlook is uncertain, 
however the National Economic Plan is an opportunity to shape and build a renewed 
economy for the future. The economic recovery needs to be strategic and address 
both the economic and societal goals and demands. The need to embed 
sustainability in business models is necessary and we have an opportunity to 
achieve that through our recovery approach. Sustainability is not only climate 
driven, but encompasses the wider aim of meeting societies’ present needs without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.  
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