
Regulation (EC) No. 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and of the Council.  

 Plant Passports  Active after 14TH  December 2019  

• From 14th December 2019 all plants for planting require a Plant Passport when moved 

between professional operator to professional operator;  

• Plant passports are not required for plants, plant products and other objects supplied 

directly to final users. However, under the new Plant Health Regulation, Protected 

Zones host plants for planting must have a plant passport to the end user.  They EU 

Commission may bring in some exemptions for this.   

• All distant sales operators must be registered with DAFM;  

• From 14th December 2019 plant passports will have a common format throughout the 

EU.  

Format of the Plant Passport  

Plant passports must be visible, legible and be clearly distinguishable from any other 

information or label.  

Due to the differences in size and characteristics of the plant material for which a plant 

passport is required, a certain degree of flexibility is ensured as regards the format style and 

size of the plant passport.  There are various plant passport types available, which allow for 

these differences.  These types do not specifically require a particular size for the plant 

passports or specify the use of a border line, the proportion, and the fonts used.  

The elements of the plant passport should be arranged within a rectangular or square shape, 

and should be clearly separated from any other written or pictorial matter by a border line or 

otherwise.  It is important to enhance the visibility of plant passports and their distinctiveness 

from any other information or label.  

Plant passports issued on or after the 14th December must comply with the new format.  Any 

plant passports issued before 14 December 2019 should remain valid until 14 December 

2023.  

Types of plant passports   

The plant passport for movement within the Union territory shall contain the following 

elements:  

• the words ‘Plant Passport’ in its upper right-hand corner;  

• the flag of the Union in its upper left-hand corner, printed in colour or in black and 

white;  

• the letter ‘A.’, followed by the botanical name of the plant(s) species or taxon 

concerned, in the case of plants and plant products, or, where appropriate, the name of 

the object concerned, and, optionally, the name of the variety;  

• the letter ‘B.’, followed by subsequently the two-letter code for the Member State (IE 

for Ireland), in which the professional operator issuing the plant passport is registered, 



a hyphen and the registration number of the professional operator. For example, a 

professional operator registered in Ireland would record their registration number as: 

B   IE - 1234  

• the letter ‘C.’, followed by the traceability code of the plant, plant product or the other 

object concerned; •  the letter ‘D.’, where applicable followed by:   

o  the name of the third country of origin, or o 

 of the Member State of origin.  

The traceability code referred to in point (1)(e) may also be supplemented by a reference to a 

unique traceability barcode, hologram, chip or other data carrier, present on the trade unit. 

Examples of Plant Passports (non-protected zones)  

  

  

   

Plant passports for movement into and within protected zones   

The plant passport for movement into and within protected zones shall contain the following 

elements:  

• the words ‘Plant Passport — PZ’ in its upper right-hand corner, in one of the official 

languages of the Union and in English, if different, separated by a slash;  

• immediately underneath those words, the scientific name(s) or the code(s) of the 

respective protected zone quarantine pest(s);  

• (c) the flag of the Union in its upper left-hand corner, printed in colour or in black and 

white;  



• (d) the letter ‘A.’, followed by the botanical name of the plant species or taxon 

concerned, in the case of plants and plant products, or, where appropriate, the name of 

the object concerned and, optionally, the name of the variety;  

• the letter ‘B.’, followed by subsequently the two-letter code for the Member State (IE 

for Ireland), in which the professional operator issuing the plant passport is registered, 

a hyphen and the registration number of the professional operator. For example, a 

professional operator registered in Ireland would record their registration number as: 

B   IE - 1234  

• the letter ‘C.’, followed by the traceability code of the plant, plant product or the other 

object concerned; •  the letter ‘D.’, where applicable followed by:   

o the name of the third country of origin, or  

o two letter code of the Member State of origin and, in the case of replacement 

of the plant passport, the registration number of the professional operator 

concerned who issued the initial plant passport or for whom the initial plant 

passport was issued by the competent authority.  

The traceability code referred to in point (1)(f) may also be supplemented by a reference to a  

unique traceability barcode, hologram, chip or other data carrier, present on the trade unit.  

   

Examples of Plant Passports for Protected Zones  

  

  



  

   

For further information on Plant Passports please consult Regulation (EU) 2017/2313, click 

here  

  

   

 Guide to EC Plant Passport System active up to 14th December  

2019 Only  
Background   

The main objective of the European Community (EC) plant health controls is to prevent the 

movement of quarantine harmful organisms into and throughout the EC. Since the 1st June 1993 

there have been no routine border controls between Member States (MS) of the EC. Major emphasis 

is now placed on controls at production level/initial point of entry into the EC. Plants that are 

certified at the place of production are free to move on the home-market and throughout EC without 

additional inspection or formality. An identification label called a ‘plant passport’ (see Annex II) 

must accompany certain plants, which identifies the grower, the origin and verifies that the plant is 

eligible to move within the EC. Each MS is responsible for checking the compliance with the EC 

plant health requirements of plant material produced within its territory or entering its territory 

from non-EC countries. Once inspected and found to comply, the plants/plant products can qualify 

for plant passports (if required) and are then free to move within the MS or to another MS. The 

plants subject to the plant passport requirements are listed in the attached Annex I. All other plants 

are free to move within the EC. Checks to ensure compliance with the intra-community 

requirements of the plant passport system can take place anywhere that plants are traded or grown. 

Plant health check inspections are carried out without regard to whether the plants were produced 

in Ireland, or in another MS.   
Responsibilities of producers/importers/traders   

In order to operate the plant passport system, it is necessary that all producers/importers/traders in 

plants and plant products covered by the plant passport system be officially registered. Within 

Ireland the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (DAFF) is responsible for the 

registration. Each registered producers/importers/traders is allocated a plant health registration 

number (PHR No.), which must be recorded on the plant passport issued by the  

producers/importers/traders. The object of this is to facilitate controls and to provide a trace-back 

arrangement in the event of produce subsequently showing signs of infection with harmful 

organisms. Registered producers/importers/traders are required to designate a person responsible 

for maintaining the vigilance of staff against the presence of all quarantine pests and diseases.   

The Person Responsible/Producer also has the following obligations:   

To notify DAFF occurrence of harmful organisms, symptoms or any other plant abnormality  To 

keep and updated plan of the premises on which plants are grown, produced, stored, kept or 

used   

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017R2313&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017R2313&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017R2313&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32017R2313&from=EN


To keep records, with a view to having complete information available for DAFF inspectors, on 

plants under production, purchased for storage or planting on the premises and dispatched to others 

for at least a year.   

To be available personally or to designate another person technically experienced in plant 

production and related plant health matters to liaise with DAFF   

To carry out visual observations as necessary and at appropriate times (i.e. delegated plant health 

inspections)   

To ensure access for DAFF for official plant health inspections, sampling and checks on records 

and related documents  To co-operate with DAFF   

  

Further queries on the plant passport system should be directed to:   

The Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food   

Crop Production & Safety Division   

Admin Building   

Celbridge, Co. Kildare   

Tel 01-5058885   

Fax 01-6275994    



Annex I   
  

PLANTS SUBJECT TO THE PLANT 

PASSPORT REQUIREMENT 1. 

FIREBLIGHT HOSTS   

Ireland is a Protected Zone* in respect of Erwinia 
amylovora, the organism, which causes fireblight 
disease.   
The code to be used is ZP (b) 2   

Amelanchier (Serviceberry)   

Chaenomeles (Quince)   

Cotoneaster (No common name known)   

Crataegus (Whitethorn, Hawthorn)   

Cydonia (Quince)   

Eriobotrya (Loquat)   

Malus (Apple, Crab apple - including ornamental),   

Mespilus (Medlar)   

Pyracantha (Firethorn)   

Pyrus (Pear - including ornamental)   

Sorbus (other than S. intermedia) (Rowan, Mountain Ash, 

Whitebeam),   

Photinia davidiana (Photinia)   

2. CONIFERS   Ireland is a Protected Zone in respect of eleven named 
harmful organisms of the coniferous species.   
The code to be used is ZP Conf.   

Abies (Fir)   

Larix (Larch)   

Picea (Spruce)   

Pinus (Pine)   

Pseudotsuga (Douglas Fir)   

3. POPLARS   Ireland is a Protected Zone in respect of Hypoxylon 

mammatum, which causes Hypoxylon canker  The 

code to be used is ZP (c) 3   Populus   

4. PRUNUS SPECIES   Subject to the plant passport but not to a Protected 

Zone requirement.   
Prunus (other than P. laurocerasus and P. lusitanica) – (plums, 

cherries, almonds, apricots, blackthorn, damson etc.)   

5. PHYTOPHTHORA RAMORUM HOSTS   Subject to the plant passport but not to a Protected 

Zone requirement.   
Camellia spp.   

Rhododendron spp. (other than R. simsii)   

Viburnum spp.   

6. POTATO SPINDLE TUBER VIROID HOSTS  

(PSTV)   

Subject to the plant passport but not to a Protected 

Zone requirement.   

Brugmansia spp.   

Solanum jasminoides   

   



   

  


