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Irish Exporters Association response to planned EU 
commercial policy measures under the WTO DSU on 
Measures Affecting Trade in Large Civil Aircraft 

 

The Irish Exporters Association (IEA) welcomes the European Commission’s Directorate-
General for Trade’s (DG TRADE) invitation to submit to its information gathering under 
Article 9 of the Enforcement Regulation regarding planned EU commercial policy measures 
further to the adjudication of a trade dispute with the United States on Measures Affecting 
Trade in Large Civil Aircraft under the World Trade Organisation’s (WTO) Dispute Settlement 
Understanding DSU.  

The Irish Exporters Association’s submission has been drafted in consultation with the IEA 
National Council and IEA members importing goods from the United States.  

Context: 

ON 11 April 2019, the WTO Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) adopted its recommendation and 
rulings in United States – Measures Affecting Trade in Large Civil Aircraft (Second complaint) 
– Recourse to Article 21.5 of the DSU by the European Union, confirming that the United 
States has failed to bring its measures, found to be inconsistent with the Agreement on 
Subsidies and Countervailing Measures (SCM Agreement), in conformity with its obligations 
under the Agreement.  

In response, the European Union sought authorisation from the DSB to take 
countermeasures against the United States in an annual amount of USD 12 billion. The EU’s 
countermeasures would include suspension of tariff concessions and other related 
obligations under the General Agreement of Tariff and Trade 1994 (GATT) and under the 
SCM Agreement on a list of selected US products.  

The Commission is considering commercial policy measures in the form of the imposition 
of increased customs duties, including additional ad valorem duties of up to 100 percent, 
on certain products from the United States. These products or a subset of them, may be 
affected only if necessary and in a proportionate manner, in line with the requirements set 
out Regulation *EU) No 645/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 May 
2014 (the Enforcement Regulation).  

About the Irish Exporters Association: 

The Irish Exporters Association (IEA) assists its members to grow their exports to world 
markets. We drive and support the growth and development of all exporting businesses 
based in Ireland. The IEA strategy is to support our members to grow their exports to world 
markets with 3 main functions: 

• Represent the needs of members in the development of policy, lobbying, intervention at 
government level and in the media. Brexit and the Diversification of Export Markets, Cost 
Competitiveness, the War for Talent and Entrepreneurship are at the core. 

• Trade Services include practical training, support and consultancy right across the 
supply chain including customs awareness and audits, export and import compliance, 
consular, business travel support, route to market and general assistance with trade 
related queries. 
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• Knowledge Networks support members to: explore new markets, route to market 
scenario planning, understand customs and supply chain challenges and provide thought 
leadership through a series of events and webinars. Networking and connectivity remain 
an important part of membership benefits. 

 
The IEA represents the whole spectrum of companies within the export industry including 
SME’s who are beginning to think about exporting for the first time right through to global 
multinational companies who are already extensively exporting from Ireland as well as the 
providers of key services to the sector. It is the connecting force for Irish exporters, 
providing practical knowledge and support across the Island of Ireland and in foreign 
markets. 

General Ireland - US trade relationship 

The Irish Exporters Association welcomed the recent decision by the European Commission 
and Council to launch a new phase in the EU-US trading relationship with a view to build 
upon and further increase the existing close transatlantic trading relationship.  

The United States long been one of Ireland’s closest and biggest trading partners, with total 
goods trade between the two countries exceeding €55.7 billion in 2018, including in excess 
of €16.5 billion in imports according to the Irish Central Statistics Office (CSO), an increase 
of 15.64% on 2016. Similarly, exports from Ireland to the United States exceeded €39 billion 
in 2018 according to official figures by the Central Statics Office (CSO).  

According to the CSO, in 2018, medicinal and pharmaceutical products (€16.8b), followed by 
organic chemicals (€8.9b) were the biggest exporting sectors to the Unites States. These 
were followed by professional, scientific and controlling apparatus (€2.7b), electrical 
machinery, appliances (€2.5b), miscellaneous manufactured articles (€2.8b) and beverage 
exports of approximately (€0.6b). This is largely representative of the strong presence of US 
and other multinational pharmaceutical and manufacturing businesses with manufacturing 
bases in Ireland. 

Accordingly, during the same period, Irish businesses imported €8.3 billion of goods 
classified as transport vehicles, including €8.1 billion of CN88024000 goods, as well as in 
excess of €2.1 billion in medicinal and pharmaceutical goods from the United States. In 
addition, Irish companies imported approximately €550m worth of goods of power 
generating machinery, office machines and autonomous data processing equipment and 
miscellaneous manufactured articles respectively.  

With respect to the above, we ask for DG TRADE to take into consideration the close trading 
relationship between Irish and US manufactures in the medicinal and pharmaceutical and 
in the aircraft leasing industries when applying EU commercial policy measures under the 
WTO DSU against the United States.  

In particular, Irish manufacturing businesses are expected to face a multitude of economic 
and fiscal impacts from the United Kingdom’s expected departure from the European Union 
later this year. Irish importing and exporting businesses have already been significantly 
impacted by the uncertainty surrounding trading conditions, need for supply chain 
adaptations and currency fluctuations.  

In light of this, we are highly concerned about the potential additional economic impacts a 
‘perfect storm’ of a potentially disorderly Brexit and DG TRADE’s outlined planned 
commercial policy measures against the United States entering into force at the same time 
or in quick succession to each other.  
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Concerns regarding specific products, originating in the United States, and as identified by 
DG TRADE for commercial policy measures 

CN2018 Description 
29335995 heterocyclic compounds with nitrogen hetero-atom"s" only, containing a 

pyrimidine ring, whether or not hydrogenated, or piperazine ring in the 
structure (excl. malonylurea "barbituric acid" and its derivatives, 
allobarbital "inn", amobarbital "inn", barbital "inn", butalbital "inn", 
butobarbital "inn", cyclobarbital "inn", methylphenobarbital "inn", 
pentobarbital "inn", phenobarbital "inn", secbutabarbital "inn", 
secobarbital "inn", vinylbital "inn", loprazolam "inn", mecloqualone "inn", 
methaqualone "inn" and zipeprol "inn", and salts thereof, and diazinon 
"iso" and 1,4-diazabicyclo[2.2.2]octane "triethylenediamine") 

29339980 heterocyclic compounds with nitrogen hetero-atom[s] only (excl. those 
containing an unfused pyrazole, imidazole, pyridine or triazine ring, 
whether or not hydrogenated, a quinoline or isoquinoline ring-system, 
not further fused, whether or not hydrogenated, a pyrimidine ring, 
whether or not hydrogenated, or piperazine ring in the structure, 
lactams, alprazolam "inn", camazepam "inn", chlordiazepoxide "inn", 
clonazepam "inn", clorazepate, delorazepam "inn", diazepam "inn", 
estazolam "inn", ethyl loflazepate "inn", fludiazepam "inn", flunitrazepam 
"inn", flurazepam "inn", halazepam "inn", lorazepam "inn", lormetazepam 
"inn", mazindol "inn", medazepam "inn", midazolam "inn", nimetazepam 
"inn", nitrazepam "inn", nordazepam "inn", oxazepam "inn", pinazepam 
"inn", prazepam "inn", pyrovalerone "inn", temazepam "inn", tetrazepam 
"inn", triazolam "inn", salts thereof, indole, 3-methylindole "skatole", 6-
allyl-6,7-dihydro-5h-dibenz"c,e"azepine "azapetine", phenindamine "inn" 
and their salts, imipramine hydrochloride "innm", 2,4-di-tert-butyl-6-"5-
chlorobenzotriazol-2-yl"phenol and azinphos-methyl "iso") 

29349960 chlorprothixene (inn); thenalidine (inn) and its tartrates and maleates; 
furazolidone (inn); 7- aminocephalosporanic acid; salts and esters of 
(6r,7r)-3-acetoxymethyl-7-[(r)-2-formyloxy-2-phenylacetamido]- 8- 
oxo-5-thia-1-azabicyclo[4.2.0]oct-2-ene-2-carboxylic acid; 1-[2-(1,3-
dioxan-2-yl)ethyl]-2-methylpyridinium bromide 

29349990 nucleic acids and their salts, whether or not chemically defined; 
heterocyclic compounds (excl. those with oxygen or nitrogen hetero-
atom"s" only, compounds containing in the structure an unfused 
thiazole ring or a benzothiazole or phenothiazine ring-system or further 
fused, aminorex "inn", brotizolam "inn", clotiazepam "inn", cloxazolam 
"inn", dextromoramide "inn", haloxazolam "inn", ketazolam "inn", 
mesocarb "inn", oxazolam "inn", pemoline "inn", phendimetrazine "inn", 
phenmetrazine "inn", sufentanil "inn", salts thereof, chlorpothixene "inn", 
thenalidine "inn" and its tartrates and maleates, furazolidone "inn", 7-
aminocephalosporanic acid, salts and esters of "6r, 7r"-3-
acetoxymethyl-7-["r"-2-formyloxy-2-phenylacetamido]-8-oxo-5-thia-1- 
azabicyclo[4.2.0]oct-2-ene-2-carboxylic acid, 1-[2-"1,3-dioxan-2-
yl"ethyl]-2-methylpyridinium bromide, and inorganic or organic 
compounds of mercury) 

29359090 sulphonamides (excl. perfluorooctane sulphonamides, 3-{1-[7-
"hexadecylsulphonylamino"-1h-indole-3-yl]-3-oxo1h, 3h-naphtho[1,8-
cd]pyran-1-yl}-n,n-dimethyl-1h-indole-7-sulphonamide and metosulam 
"iso") 
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30051000 adhesive dressings and other articles having an adhesive layer, 
impregnated or covered with pharmaceutical substances or put up for 
retail sale for medical, surgical, dental or veterinary purposes 

30059010 wadding and articles of wadding, impregnated or coated with 
pharmaceutical substances or put up in forms or packings for retail sale 
for medical, surgical, dental or veterinary purposes 

30059031 gauze and articles of gauze, impregnated or covered with 
pharmaceutical substances or put up for retail sale for medical, surgical, 
dental or veterinary purposes 

30059050 bandages and similar articles of textile materials, impregnated or 
covered with pharmaceutical substances or put up for retail sale for 
medical, surgical, dental or veterinary purposes (excl. wadding, gauze 
and articles thereof, adhesive dressings and other articles having an 
adhesive layer) 

30059099 bandages and similar articles impregnated or covered with 
pharmaceutical substances or put up for retail sale for medical, surgical, 
dental or veterinary purposes (excl. those of textile materials, adhesive 
dressings and other articles having an adhesive layer) 

 

33011210 terpenic oils of sweet and bitter orange, incl. concretes and absolutes 
(excl. orange-flower oil) 

33011310 terpenic essential oils of lemon, incl. concretes and absolutes 
33011920 terpenic essential oils of citrus fruit, incl. concretes and absolutes (excl. 

those of seet and bitter orange and lemon) 
33012510 terpenic oils of mints, incl. concretes and absolutes (excl. those of 

peppermint "mentha piperita") 
33012590 terpeneless oils of mints, incl. concretes and absolutes (excl. those of 

peppermint "mentha piperita") 
33012911 terpenic oils of clove, niaouli and ylang-ylang, incl. concretes and 

absolutes 
33012931 terpeneless oils of clove, niaouli and ylang-ylang, incl. concretes and 

absolutes 
33012941 essential oils, not deterpenated, incl. concretes and absolutes (except of 

citrus fruit, mint, clove, niaouli and ylang-ylang) 
33012971 terpeneless oils of geranium, jasmine and vetiver, incl. concretes and 

absolutes 
33012991 terpeneless essential oils, incl. concretes and absolutes (excl. of citrus 

fruit, geranium, jasmine, lavender or of lavandin, mint, vetiver, clove, 
niaouli and ylang-ylang) 

33019010 terpenic by-products of the deterpenation of essential oils 
33019021 extracted oleoresins of liquorice and hops 
33019030 extracted oleoresins of quassia wood, aloe, manna and other plants 

(excl. vanilla, liquorice and hops) 
33019090 concentrates of essential oils in fats, fixed oils, waxes or the 

 

35011090 casein for the manufacture of foodstuffs and fodder and other types of 
casein (excl. the manufacture of artificial textile fibres and other 
industrial uses) 

35021110 egg albumin, dried "e.g. in sheets, scales, flakes, powder", unfit, or to be 
rendered unfit, for human consumption 

35021190 egg albumin, dried "e.g. in sheets, scales, flakes, powder", fit for human 
consumption 
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35029020 albumins, unfit, or to be rendered unfit, for human consumption (excl. 
egg albumin and milk albumin [incl. concentrates of two or more whey 
proteins containing by weight > 80% whey proteins, calculated on the 
dry matter]) 

35029070 albumins, fit for human consumption (excl. egg albumin and milk 
albumin [incl. concentrates of two or more whey proteins containing by 
weight > 80% whey proteins, calculated on the dry matter]) 

35029090 albuminates and other albumin derivatives 
35030010 gelatin, whether or not in square or rectangular sheets, whether or not 

surface-worked or coloured, and derivatives thereof (excl. impure 
gelatins) 

35030080 isinglass; other glues of animal origin (excl. casein glues of heading 3501) 
35040090 peptones and their derivatives; other albuminous substances and their 

derivatives, n.e.s.; hide powder, whether or not chromed (excl. 
concentrated milk proteins with a protein content > 85% by weight, 
calculated on the dry matter 

35051010 dextrins 
35051050 starches, etherified or esterified (excl. dextrins) 
35051090 modified starches (excl. etherified starches, esterified starches and 

dextrins) 
35052010 glues containing < 25% starches, dextrins or other modified starches by 

weight (excl. those put up for retail sale and weighing net <= 1 kg) 
35052050 glues containing >= 55% but < 80% starches, dextrins or other modified 

starches by weight (excl. those put up for retail sale and weighing net 
<= 1 kg) 

35052090 glues containing >= 80% starches, dextrins or other modified starches by 
weight (excl. those put up for retail sale and weighing net <= 1 kg) 

 

 

If you would like to discuss the contents of this submission further, please contact: 

Pascal Koenig | Communications and Public Affairs Manager 
Irish Exporters Association | 28 Merrion Square Dublin 2  
Tel: +353 (0)1 642 4171 | Mobile: +353 (0)86 142 3310 
E-mail: pascalkoenig@irishexporters.ie    
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